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Introduction: From 1969 to 1973, this man was one of the most powerful men in
the United States. His name: Chuck Colson. He was chief counsel for President
Richard Nixon. As the Nixon administration began to crumple, it was clear that Chuck
Colson had been involved in what history now calls “Watergate.” He had been doing
illegal things and obstructing justice. As his pending arrest loomed, a close friend, Tom
Phillips, gave him a copy of C.S. Lewis’ book Mere Christianity. God used the words in
that book to prick Chuck Colson’s heart and he became a Christian. Many news
agencies said that the conversion was not genuine or real - it was just a ploy to get his
certain prison sentence reduced. In June 1974, Colson plead guilty to obstruction of
justice and was sentenced to one-to-three years. After getting out of prison, Chuck
Colson proved that his conversion experience with Christ was real. He founded “Prison
Fellowship” and all of his book royalties go to that organization. He is a wonderful
speaker and defender of the Christian faith. His story is a remarkable conversion story

Focal Scripture: Acts 9:1-9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous
threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for
letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to
the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As
he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?"

5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he
replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 7
The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not
see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see
nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind,
and did not eat or drink anything. 17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you
on the road as you were coming here-has sent me so that you may see again and be
filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes,
and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he
regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At
once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those
who heard him were astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man who raised havoc in



Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn't he come here to take them
as prisoners to the chief priests?" 22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled
the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.

(from New International Version)

1. Grace Claimed__ His Life.

In Spite of His Deeds What was Paul like before he came to know
Jesus? He was a staunch Jew who did everything in his power to destroy Christianity
(Acts 7:58f, Acts 9:1-2, 1 Timothy 1:13). But in spite of his deeds, Christ loved him and
had died for his sins.

In Spite of His Desires The Bible says “there is a way that seems right to a
man, but the end is death.” Paul’s desire was light years away from what God wanted
for his life. The name Saul, means ‘desired.” God desired to claim him and give him a
new birth. This is God’s will for all - Jn 3:16 and 2 Peter 3:9 - God does not want
anyone to perish

In Spite of His Defiance__ v. 4 GK “lt is hard for thee to kick against the
goads” Whatis a goad? It is a stick with an iron point and it was used to prod or
motivate stubborn animals to move. God was goading Paul’s heart. God was making
life uncomfortable for Paul. God was trying to get Paul’s attention.

In Spite of His Devotion___ Paul was a man who was absolutely committed to
his way of life. He possessed all the right credentials and he lived life on his terms -
Philippians 3:4-6

A story is told of Peter Miller, a plain Baptist preacher living in Ephrata,
Pennsylvania in the days of the Revolutionary War. Near his church lived a man who
maligned the pastor to the last degree. The man became involved in treason and was
arrested and sentenced to be hanged. The preacher started out on foot and walked the
all seventy miles to Philadelphia to plead for the man's life. Washington heard his plea,
but he said, "No, your plea for your friend cannot be granted." "My friend!" said the
preacher. "He is not my friend! He is the worst enemy | have." "What!" said Washington,
"you have walked nearly seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the
matter in a different light. | will grant the pardon.”

2. Grace Changed His Life.

The Direction____ of his life was Changed Saul of Tarsus (which was
Paul’s name before he was saved) was a man totally devoted to practicing, defending
and expanding Judaism. Paul, on the other hand, was a man who looked on all the
achievements of his past life as nothing and who wanted nothing more than to be totally
sold out to and for Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:7-11). He forsook everything and went after
Jesus.

The Devotion of his life was Changed At one point, the Law of



God had been the central focus of Paul’s life. But, when he met Jesus, the Lord
became the centerpiece of Paul’s life. ((Robert Hughes tells of his father, a coal miner
in the northeastern hills of Pennsylvania. He had a precarious job to check the mine for
methane gas before the rest of the men entered the bowels of the mine. Each morning
he took his safety light and descended alone into the mine. Every tunnel and shaft
would be checked to make sure that no deadly methane gas was present. If the safety
lamp’s light flickered, he would run as fast as he could because an explosion might
happen due to the presence of that gas. After checking the mine, he would walk up to
the surface and the miners would gather around expectantly waiting for him to
announce, “It's okay, it's safe; you can now go down into the mine.” That’s what Christ
did for Paul and what he wants to do for you. He has made a way for you!

The Destination___ of his life was Changed Paul was sure that his
devotion to the Jewish religious system would result in him going to Heaven when he
died. Paul would never have believed it if you had told him that he was actually headed
to Hell. But, when he met Jesus on the road to Damascus, everything changed. Not
just Paul’s life, but his eternal destination was also changed forever. How many are
content with the current destination of their life? ((A little boy was overheard praying,
“Lord, if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t worry about. I'm having a real good time
like  am.” For how many is that their prayer as well?

3. Grace Completed His Life.

What He Had What He Needed
Religion____ Phil 3:6 kept the law Relationship___
Service Salvation
Honor Hope

((During the 17th century, Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of England, sentenced a
soldier to be shot for his crimes. The execution was to take place at the ringing of the
evening curfew bell. However, the bell did not sound. The soldier's fiancé had climbed
into the belfry and clung to the great clapper of the bell to prevent it from striking. When
she was summoned by Cromwell to account for her actions, she wept as she showed
him her bruised and bleeding hands.

Cromwell's heart was touched and he said, "Your lover shall live because of your
sacrifice. Curfew shall not ring tonight!"

The bell sounding the time of our execution will never ring for those who trust Christ. He
took our place. He bore our punishment. And even now He continually intercedes on
our behalf.))






