Oak Grove Baptist Church

%nmsuc David Hall, Senior Minister

www.oakgrovebaptist.com

A I T [_] Fantastic Faith Series: The Matchless
Mother

Series Proverbs 31:10-31
May 13, 2007

Introduction: A man asked his wife what she'd like for her Mother’s Day.
"I'd love to be six again,” she replied.

On the morning of Mother’s Day, he got her up bright and early and off they went to a
local theme park. What a day! He put her on every ride in the park: the Death Slide, the
Screaming Loop, the Wall of Fear, the Merry-go-round, - everything there was! Wow!

Five hours later she staggered out of the theme park, her head reeling and her stomach
upside down. Right to a McDonald's they went, where her husband ordered a Happy
Meal for her along with a refreshing chocolate shake. Then it was off to a movie - the
Shaggy Dog, with Tim Allen and Kristin Davis, and hot dogs, popcorn, Pepsi Cola and
M&Ms. What a fabulous adventure!

Finally she wobbled home with her husband and collapsed into bed.
He leaned over and lovingly asked, "Well, dear, what was it like being six again?"
One eye opened. "You idiot, | meant my dress size!"

What do moms want on Mother’s Day? The last thing they want is chocolate, so if you
bought that, you can give that to me. The #1 thing: some time off. Before you rush off
and buy something, Herb Forst has prepared some wise words for men trying to buy

something for their wives for Mother's Day: 1 pontt buy anything that plugs in.

Anything that requires electricity is seen as utilitarian. 2. Don't buy clothing that involves
sizes. The chances are one in seven thousand that you will get her size right, and your
wife will be offended the other 6999 times. "Do | look like a size 16?" she'll say. Too
small a size doesn't cut it either: "I haven't worn a size 8 in 20 years!" 3. Avoid all things
useful. The new silver polish advertized to save hundreds of hours is not going to win
you any brownie points. 4. Don't buy anything that involves weight loss or self-
improvement. She'll perceive a six-month membership to a iet center as a suggestion
that's she's overweight. 5. Don't buy jewelry. The jewelry your wife wants, you can't
afford. And the jewelry you can afford, she doesn't want. 6. And, guys, do not fall into
the traditional trap of buying her frilly lingerie or underwear. Your idea of the kind your
wife should wear and what she actually wears are light years apart. 7. Finally, don't
spend too much. "How do you think we're going to afford that?" she'll ask. But don't
spend too little. She won't say anything, but she'll think, "Is that all I'm worth?"



What is the significance of the twenty-two (22) verses recorded in Proverbs 31:10-317?
Now, this is really a very important document in Jewish history. Obviously, it is inspired
by God, but inspired by God in a unique way that to you is not visible, and | will tell you
what that is. There are 22 verses from verse 10

to 31, and there are 22 characters in the Hebrew alphabet. Each of these verses begins
with the next character in sequence in the Hebrew alphabet, so that it starts with Aleph,
Beth, Gimel, and so forth, right down through the Hebrew alphabet. The first letter of
each of these proverbs, each verse, is the next letter in sequence. Why? Because it
was easy that way to memorize this. It became an acrostic which created a formula for
easy memorization and recall of these features, so that every young Jewish son could
be taught by his mother to memorize Proverbs 31:10-31, and thereby have in his mind
the criteria, at all times, by which he was to measure the excellence of a woman.

Focal Scripture: Prov 31:10-12, 25-31 A wife of noble character who can find?
She is worth far more than rubies. 11 Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks
nothing of value. 12 She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.

25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. 26 She
speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the
affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children arise
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 29 "Many women do noble
things, but you surpass them all." 30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a
woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 31 Give her the reward she has earned,
and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.

The Matchless Wife/Mother:

1. How Rare She Is.

Uncommon 31:10

Unique The word noble or virtuous refers to much more than purity.
The word means “strong in all moral qualities.”  “All that | am, or hope to be, | owe to
my angel mother.”
--Abraham Lincoln “My mother was the most beautiful woman | ever saw. All I am |

owe to my mother.

| attribute all my success in life to the moral, intellectual and physical education |
received from her."

-- George Washington

2. How Reassuring She Is.



Her Love is Sure 31:11
Her Loyalty is Sure 31:12

Anna M. Jarvis (1864-1948) first suggested the national observance of an annual day
honoring all mothers because she had loved her own mother so dearly. At a memorial
service for her mother on May 10, 1908, Miss Jarvis gave a carnation (her mother's
favorite flower) to each person who attended.

Within the next few years, the idea of a day to honor mothers gained popularity, and
Mother's Day was observed in a number of large cities in the U.S.

On May 9, 1914, by an act of Congress, President Woodrow Wilson proclained the
second Sunday in May as Mother's Day. He established the day as a time for "public
expression of our love and reverence for the mothers of our country.” By then it had
become customary to wear white carnations to honor departed mothers and red to
honor the living, a custom that continues to this day. Pulpit Helps, May, 1991

3. How Responsive_ She Is.

Responsive to her Family 31:12 Religious cook? I'm a religious
cook. You get it one of two ways: burnt offering or as a living sacrifice!

Responsive to her Friends

Responsive to the Foreigner__ 31:20 “Extended___ and Palms
up ”

Responsive to her Father ((A man came home from work one

day and found total mayhem. The three children were outside, still in their pajamas,
playing in the mud. Empty food boxes and wrappers were strewn across the yard.

When he went inside, the mess was even worse. A lamp had been knocked over, and
the throw rug was wadded against the wall. In the front room, the TV was loudly blaring
on a cartoon channel, and the family room was strewn with toys and clothing.

In the kitchen, dishes filled the sink, cereal had been spilled on the counter, dog food
was spilled on the floor, a broken glass lay under the table, and a small pile of sand was
spread by the back door.

He quickly headed up the stairs, stepping over more piles of clothes and toys, to look for
his wife. He was becoming worried that she may be ill, or that something serious had
happened.

He found her in the bedroom, still curled in the bed in her pajamas, reading a book. She
looked up at him and smiled and asked how his day went.

He looked at her bewildered and asked, "What happened here today?"

She smiled and answered, "You know how every day when you come home from work,
you ask me what | do all day?" "Yes," he said, baffled. "Well," she said, "today |
didn't do any of it!"))



4. How Rewarded She Is.

The Reward of what she Said
The Reward of what she Saw
The Reward of how she Served ((Every minute to and fro, that's the

way my hours go / bring me this and bring me ttede out the dog, feed the cat / Standing up |
eat my toast, drink my coffee, thaw the roast /tgmgarbage, make the bed, rush to church then
wash my head. Sweep the kitchentheaitoor, scrub the woodwork, clean the doors

| scour the bathtub, then myself. Vacuum carp#taighten shelves. / Eat my sandwich on the
run...now my afternoon’s begun./ To the baseipathe | go, when will there be time to sew?
Meet the teacher, stop the fight, see the defiiydhe kite. / Help with homework, do the wash,
iron the clothes, put on the squash.

Shop for groceries, cash a check, fight the crowds/ I'm a wreck! Dinner time it soon
will be. “What's for supper?” Wait and see! Dirty dishes crowd the sink, next there’s
popcorn, then a drink. Will they never go to bed/l | ever get ahead? “Bring me
water,” “Get the light.” Turn off the TV, lock ughe bike. “Where’s my pillow?” Hear my
prayers. Did you lock the door downstair&mally exhausted | fall into bed. Too tired to/cr
‘cause | weary and sad. And that's when | heatorsband say, “What do women do all

day!”))

5. How Renowned She Is.
Superlative v. 29
Splendid v. 31
Spiritual v. 30

A professor asked 600 students to write the most beautiful word in the English
language. 422 wrote “mother.” 112 wrote “home.”



