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Introduction: . You are looking at a very special Bible. In fact, this Bible saved
someone’s life. Corporal Frank Richards carried this Bible into battle somewhere in
Northern France during the first World War. He was shot but the Bible saved his life by
deflecting the bullet away from his heart and he was fortunate to escape with bruised
ribs. The bullet hole can clearly be seen to pass straight through the Bible. The Bible is
on display at a museum in Liverpool.

A few years ago the Gallup Organization devised The Gallup Biblical Knowledge Quiz to
test the Bible knowledge of the American public. When asked: “What is first book of
Bible?”, 51% answered incorrectly. When asked: “Can you name one of the prophets in
the Old Testament?”, 79% could not. And 65% of the American population could not
name the four Gospels.

Today many people believe that the Bible is a good book - but just an ordinary book.
They would say, “It certainly is not the word of God.” Well, today we are going to bust
that myth.

Focal Scripture: 2 Tim 3:13-17

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and
how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
In righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work.



(from New International Version)

1. The Authorship of the Bible.

AGiftfromGod______ The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired
and is God's revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It
has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its
matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by
which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true
center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct,
creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who
is Himself the focus of divine revelation. (From the Baptist Faith and Message) ((of
every 1000 books written, 650 are forgotten by the end of 1 year! 150 more are
forgotten by the end of 3 years! Only 50 books survive as long as 7 years.))

A Gift that Guides “A Bible that is falling apart usually belongs to a life that
isn't”  Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

((American tourist who was in the presence of an African chief who held a Bible close
by. American tourist criticized the Bible. The African chief took his Bible and looking at
the tourist said, “If it were not for the truths in this book, | would not be eating with you,
but eating you!”

2. The Accuracy of the Bible.

It is Inspired Here’s one thing you must settle: Is the Word of God,
God’'s Word? Explain the phrase “moved “ in how the Bible was authored by
God (2 Peter 1:21))

It is Informative some examples of how Bible has proven a false
science ((EX 2 - The Bible says something that many scientist believe was untrue; that
the whole earth had at one time been under water - Ps 104:5-6 “He set the earth on its
foundations; it can never be moved. 6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.” And yet, in 1885, Edward Suess, one of the
first geologist to produce a study based on the geologic framework of the nations,
showed that all land surfaces have been under water. EX 3 - For thousand of years it
was believed that the sea bed was flat. 15004, Yaun de la Costa made the first
sounding of the sea bottom in shallow water near the coast of Spain and he said the
sea bottoms were flat. Job 38:16"Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or



walked in the recesses of the deep? 2 Sam 22:16 The valleys of the sea were
exposed and the foundations of the earth laid bare at the rebuke of the LORD, at the
blast of breath from his nostrils. “ Doesn’t sound flat to me. In 1873 a British ship did
soundings of the sea floor and found that are recesses, valleys and mountains beneath
the surface of the ocean - one almost 7 miles deep! One of the most fundamental
scientific facts that you and | agree is true today is that our Earth is suspended in space.
Ancient cultures did not always know this. The ancient Egyptians used to believe the
earth was supported by pillars. The Greeks believed the world was carried on the back
of the a giant whose name was Atlas. And the Hindus believed something even more
ridiculous—that the Earth was resting on the backs of gigantic elephants. Someone
asked, “What are the elephants standing on?” Answer: a huge turtle - what is turtle
standing on? Answer: huge coiled serpent - what is serpent on? Answer: the serpent
was swimming in a great cosmic sea. That was the science of the day, but listen to Job
26:7 He spreads out the northern [skies] over empty space; he suspends the earth
over nothing. EARTH IS ROUND - do we know this from natural observation? Not at
all. People didn’t always know this. Remember this little saying from school: “In 1492,
Columbus sailed the ocean blue. They warned, ‘Columbus, you had better be careful;
you might sail off the edge of the earth.” Isaiah in 750 BC, said, “He (God) sits
enthroned above the circle of the earth...” Isaiah 40:22. The Hebrew word for circle
means “globe” or “sphere.”

3. The Authority of the Bible.

Beliefs Ps 1:1-3 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel
of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 2 But his
delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like
a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does
not wither. Whatever he does prospers. James speaks of the “engrafted” Word. God’s
Word is not only a gift but also a graft. When we accept God’s Word at its face value, it
will change our conduct, and our conversation by changing our character.

Behavior Gaylord Kambarami, the general Secretary of the Bible Society
of Zimbabwe, tried to give a belligerent man a NT and man told the minister, “I going to
tear each page out and roll my tobacco in it and smoke it.” Gaylord said, “lI understand,
but will you promise me this: before you smoke the page, please read it.” 15 Years later
Gaylord was preaching in a church and after the service a man walked forward and
asked,”Do you remember me?” | am the one to whom you gave a Bible and | told you
that | would tear out each page and use it to roll my tobacco. Well, | smoked Matthew, |
smoked Mark, | smoke Luke, and | was in the process of smoking John, when | came to
John 3:16 and | couldn’t smoke it anymore, now | preach it, because | am a minister of
the Gospel.



4. The Application of the Bible.

What we must Receive man who applied the “open, flop, and point
method of Bible study.” Judas went out and hanged himself // go and do likewise //
what you do, do quickly GET SERIOUS ABOUT LEARNING THE BIBLE AND LIVING
THE BIBLE. . ((Jazz musician Kurt Whalum was scheduled to speak at Texas Southern
University. He decided to add a little color to his talk by quoting something from the
Bible. But as he pulled his dusty, unused for years Bible off the shelf, and opened it, a
dead bug fell from its pages. And deep in his heart, Whalum heard God speak to him.
The voice of God was telling him that he was spiritually just as dead as that bug.
Whalum opened his Bible and read of God’s love for him and he was born again.))
Can’t receive it if you are not reading it and studying it. A couple of years ago, | asked
you a question and | want to ask it again. How many of you read a daily newspaper or
watch a news program on TV? How many of you believe that everything you read in
that newspaper or hear on that newscast is true and accurate? How many of you
believe that the Bible is accurate and true? Then why do you spend more time reading
this than you do this?

What we must Reject Jamesl: 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth
and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can
save you. Washington, D.C. is home of the Bureau of Standards. Every weight and
measure that is used in the USA is a copy of the standard that is kept inviolate by the
Bureau in Washington. In that Bureau there is a perfect inch, a perfect yard, a perfect
gallon, and so on. Every unit of weight and measurement that we have finds its
standard in that Bureau in Washington, and all are judged by that standard.” Same
with Word of God

What we must Resolve Jas. 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the word,
and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”  akroates (ak-ro-at-ace’); = audit - Have
you ever audited a course? You attend class, hear all the lectures, but never have to
take the tests. You never receive a grade. When exam times come, you go to the
beach while others study. When term papers are due, you can go away for the
weekend while others cram. There is absolutely no pressure. However, when
graduation comes and the diplomas are handed out, there is no cap and gown or
diploma for the one who has only audited courses. Churches are full of people who
audit the Word of God

Two Wonderful Bible Study Aids

S.P.A.C.E. Asyou study the Bible ask: S — by studying this passage has God
convicted me of a certain sin? P —Is there a promise in this passage | can claim? A —
has God used this passage to convict me of a certain attitude? C — Is there a concept
here that | had not seen before? E — is there an example to follow in this passage?

B.I.B.L.E. As you study the Bible ask: B - Is there a Christian belief revealed in this
passage? |- Isthere a new insight in this passage | have never thought about or seen



before? B — Is there a behavior to abstain from or a behavior to model in this passage?
L —What is the lesson to learn in this passage? E — what encouragement is found in
this passage?



