Oak Grove Baptist

Church
David Hall, Senior

Minister

%)

(4

S \\\W.0akgrovebaptist.com

MythBusters Series: “We Are Not To
Judge Others”
Matthew 7:1-5
July 1,
2007

Introduction: .| am preaching today on what | call the “World’s Favorite Verse.” It is
a verse that can be quoted by the Christian and non-Christian. It is a verse that can be
guoted by a scholar of the Bible and someone who has never picked up a Bible.
Recently a minister in the nation’s capital got a call. An “official” on the other end said
that he was driving by the pastor’s church and wanted him to remove the weekly saying
on the church sign. The sign that week read: “Adam and Eve, or Adam and Steve?”
When the pastor asked the official why he wanted the saying removed, the official said,
“Pastor, you know the Bible says, ‘Thou Shalt Not Judge.”

Alan Wolfe, the author of “One Nation After All,” conducted hundreds of interviews with
people all across America. He said that he found a new middle class that is tolerant,
non-judgmental and reluctant to tell anyone that his/her behavior is right or wrong. ‘I
see this as a place where the values of the 60's and the values of corporate America
have come together. The 60's culture was extremely tolerant of all kinds of behavior
and trends and didn’t make judgments of others.” Middle class Americans have an
almost pathological fear of appearing judgmental, so they have added an 11"
commandment - Thou Shalt not Judge.”

Focal Scripture:  Matt 7:1-5

7:1 "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you
judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.

3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay
no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your
brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,"' when all the time there is a



plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own
eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's
eye.

(from New International Version)

1. There Is Judgment That Is Improper . You know as | do,
that the verses we have read are some of the most misunderstood, misapplied, and
misused verses in the Bible. If we took this verse at face value and literally, then the
justice system, among other things would completely collapse. Let me give you an
illustration. A man goes out and steals a loaf of bread. He is arrested and brought to
trial. The judge is about to sentence him when the convicted man yells out, “Judge,
thou shalt not judge!”

Image a parent trying to impose discipline on a disobedient child. The
appropriate discipline device has been chosen and is about to be applied, when the
child says, “Mom, thou shalt not judge.” ((My mother’s favorite, appropriate discipline
device was a small paddle. Underneath were the words from her favorite hymn : “I
need thee every hour”)) What does the word “judge” mean? It is the GK word
“cryno” and it means “rash, hasty, without the facts kinda judgment.” ((Is Mike
There?))

“There is a big difference between Condemning____ the Sinner and
Confronting____ Sin__"
Jesus example of how he confronted sin in adulterous woman but didn’t condemn her.
Examples that Paul Little gives in his book “How to give away your faith,” of how to
respond to someone that invites you to go get a drink, etc.

Judgment is wrong when we use the wrong Standard
“Never wrong to call wrong , wrong , when God calls it
wrong 1"

Judgment is wrong when we use the wrong Spirit

2. There Is Judgment That Is Inexcusable . VW .45

Their Method With a “yo heave ho” and a lusty yell, They swung a
big hammer and the side wall fell. | asked the foreman if these men were as
skilled, As the men he’d hire, if her were to build. He laughed and said, Oh, no
indeed. Common labor is all | need.” For those men can wreck in a day or two,
what builders had taken years to do. | asked myself as | went my way, Which
kind of role am | to play? Am | the builder who builds with care, Measuring life by
the rule and the square? Or am | the wrecker who walks the town, Content with
the role of tearing down?

Their Meanness Can see everyone’s fault but their own. “Speck



Inspectors” Gk word for “speck” is karphos = splinter. | notice the splinter in your life,
but | have a 2X4 in mine. Jesus called them hypocrites; which means actors. Whatever
fault we see in another person’s life may be a mere splinter compared with the massive
beam of our own lack of love. There is nothing more un-Christlike than a critical spirit.
Once a person gets rid of his useless piece of lumber, he is able to see how clearly how
to help his brother get rid of the damaging splinter. Example from Scripture: John 12
((After Confederate general Robert E. Lee retired from the military, he was named
president of Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia. While Lee served as
president of the university, a new student came into his office and asked for a copy of
the school’s rules and regulations. Lee looked at him and said, “Son, we don’t have any
rules and regulations in print.” “You mean, this school has no rules?” the young man
asked. “Yes, we have only one,” Lee replied. “What is it?” asked the student. “Our
only rule is kindness,” Lee replied.

)

3. There Is Judgment That Is Imperative

Jesus is not Forbidding__ all Judgment The best commentary on the
Bible is the Bible! In this same chapter of Matthew, verse 6 - Jesus tells us to use
discerning judgment. The Bible does not condemn judgment by civil courts, which are
necessary in the control of crime in a sinful world (Titus 3:1-2; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter
2:13-15). The Bible does not condemn judgment by the church on those within its
fellowship who are disorderly or embrace false doctrine (Matt. 18: 16-17; 2
Thessalonians 3:6, 14; Titus 3:10). And the Bible does not condemn individuals from
making judgments regarding those who do wrong (Matt. 7:15-16; Romans 16:17; 1
Corinthians 5:11; 1 John 4:1).

Glorify God
Get Right
Go quickly and Quietly

Give itto God__ A man had a falling out with a neighbor. He had been
very critical of the person living next door and found many ways to find fault. They had
stopped talking to one another and from time to time did mean things to one another.
God convicted this man one evening and showed him the 2x4 in his own eye. He asked
God for forgiveness and knew that he needed to make an attempt to be reconciled to
his neighbor. He went over one day. He knocked on the front door - no answer. He
went to the side door and knocked - no answer. He went back to the front and tried
again. He went to the back through the garden and thought he saw movement in the



house. He knocked on the back door - no answer. He knew she was home. He started
to leave - but then he thought- I've got to give it one more try. He went back up to the
front door and before the knocked, he knelt down and looked through the old keyhole on
the door. Another pair of eyes were looking back! He began to laugh - she was
laughing on the other side. They were both on their knees and they could see eye to
eye!



