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Introduction: . Let's pretend for just a moment. You are putting together a baseball
team and you can pick anyone from the past or present to be on that team. Who would
you choose? You probably would pick Cal Ripken. You probably would choose Brooks
Robinson, Jim Palmer, Reggie Jackson, Nolan Ryan. How about A-Rod, as he is
called. Surely Hank Aaron would be on your team. In other words, you would load your
team with super stars, all stars, giants of the game.

In Scripture, when God put together a team, He chose the unknown, the
unaccomplished, the insignificant. Just the opposite of how we would put together a
team. It is the man or woman that the world would choose last that God loves to
choose first. Here’s a myth floating around today: God cannot use me. “God, I'm a
nothing, a zero. I'm too ignorant, insignificant, and too inarticulate to be used by You.”
But you know what? God is not interested in your ability, but you availability! God likes
to hit straight licks with crooked sticks!

Focal Scripture: Matt 16:13-19 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" 14 They
replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.” 15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say | am?" 16
Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to
you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And | tell you that you are Peter, and on
this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 | will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

1 Cor 1:26-31 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many
of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of



noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of
this world and the despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify the things that
are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in
Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God-that is, our righteousness,
holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in
the Lord."

(from New International Version)

1. God’'s Calling Is Peculiar . 1 Cor. 1:26 Brothers, think of what
you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not
many were influential; not many were of noble birth.

God's Calling Is Not According to:

Intelligence when Paul use the word “wise” he is not
referring to spiritual wisdom, but intellectual wisdom. That’'s why he adds the phrase,
“by human standards.” It doesn’t take a certain 1Q to be mightily used by God. A
person can be an intellectual genius, but a spiritual ignoramus. Likewise, a person can
be intellectually slow, but be a spiritual giant for God. It is all too easy to get
intellectually big for your spiritual britches. A classic example is the humanist.
Humanism says that reason is more important than revelation, that man’s mind is more
important than God’s Word. It is interesting, yet sad to note, that some of the most
brightest men and women who have ever lived were atheists and infidels. Voltaire, the
thoughtful French philosopher, and Bob Ingersoll, one of those brilliant intellects of the
19" century, were men educated and eloquent, yet they hated God. They were brilliant
men, but brilliant fools. Many of the so-called wise people of this world are not nearly
as wise as we think they are, or as they think they are. ((I heard about a three-year-old,
whose parents were convinced that had a genius on their hands. They heard him say
one day, “2x2 = 4.” Like many proud parents they told all the neighbors they had a
genius and to prove it, they invited all the neighbors over for a cookout to showcase the
little boy’s ability. With everyone assembled, the proud dad said, “Son, tell us what you
know.” The little boy reared back his head and said, “2x2 = 4.” His mother and father
were beaming and smiling at their little genius. Then right in the middle of their pride
and joy the little fella asked, “Daddy, what's a 2?"))
| believe in education. | went to school for 23 years. A full heart is no excuse for an
empty head and the Bible says we are to love the Lord our God with all of our minds
(Matt. 22:37). | certainly put no premium on ignorance. | heard of a Christian in prayer
meeting pray, “Lord, | thank Thee that | am ignorant.” Somebody else said, “You sure
have a lot to be thankful for.”  We ought to study. We ought to read. We ought to
exercise our intellectual abilities to the fullest. But wisdom, in and of itself, does not
move God to choose anybody because the wisdom of man is just foolishness with God.
It is not the person with the big head, it is the one with the big heart that God uses.

Influence “Not many were influential,” Paul writes in v.
26. Paul is talking about people with great power, prestige, and possessions. It is
amazing to see how God has blessed so many Americans and yet these very blessings



have become the greatest obstacle to them knowing Him. Ted Turner, the founder of
CNN news, Turner Broadcasting network, and owner of the Atlanta Braves, is arguably
one of richest individuals on the planet. He is worth at least 5 billion dollars. Recently
his stock went up a quarter of a point and he made $13 million in 60 minutes! But this
man who has been so blessed regularly blasphemes God. He has said that
“Christianity is for losers,” and that he has “no time or room for God.” Not many of
influence are called.

Importance “Of noble birth” The word noble is made up
of two GK words that literally mean “well-bred” or “well-born.” Paul refers to royal
bluebloods, human thoroughbreds, people of nobility and pedigree. It doesn’t mean that
God cannot and will not use a person of importance, it just doesn’t happen that often.
God most of the time uses ordinary, everyday, run-of-the-mill people.

2. God’s Calling Is Particular . 1Cor. 1:27-28 27 But God
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of
the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the
despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify the things that are

God calls the Foolish The word “foolish” comes from the GK word
moros. From it comes our word “moron.” Now this is literally what Paul says, “God has
chosen the morons of this world to shame the wise.” Now turn to your neighbor and
say, “God has chose you.” ((when I think of how God has used and can use the
foolish | think of a great preacher | studied in seminary, Billy Sunday. God used this
ordinary man to win thousands to Jesus. He was not highly educated and would
sometimes do weird and unusual things while preaching. He sometimes would break a
chair over the lectern or pulpit to illustrate a point. One time while preaching on a
platform he ran over to one end, go up a burst of speed and slid across the stage as if
he were sliding into home plate to illustrate going to heaven. One evening he gave the
invitation and among those that responded was an old man with a long white beard.
For some reason, as this man stood close to Billy Sunday, Billy could not get his eyes
off of that man’s long white beard. Finally, temptation got the better of him and he bent
down from the stage, grabbed that man’s beard, pulled on it and yelled, “Honk, honk!”
Now | haven’t thought about doing that or something like that to one of you until now.....
One biographer called Billy Sunday, “God’s joke on the ministry,” but few men have
been as mightily used.

God calls the Feeble God chose the weak things of the world to shame
the strong
The word here for weak means “physically weak, handicapped without strength.” God
takes the weak, feeble, sick, and infirm and shames those things which are strong.
((David Ring))

God calls the Familiar Paul said, “He chose the lowly things”  This
word is opposite the meaning of noble. It means, ignoble, ordinary, common. Look at



the life of Peter. He was a fisherman. Ordinary, common. And yet God used him in a
mighty way. GIDEON: Talk about a nobody. Gideon lived in a time of great trouble in
Israel. The enemy Midianites had overrun the land with all of their army. Gideon was
threshing wheat when the angel of the Lord appeared to him and God called him into
service. Gideon protested the call of God in his life, but God used Gideon in a mighty
way. lItis the ordinary, everyday run-of-the-mill nobodies that God uses the most.
Abraham Lincoln said, “God must love the common people, because He made so many
of them.” Everybody, especially the nobody, is somebody in His body.

3. God’s Calling is Purposeful . 1 Cor. 1:29 29 so that no one
may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has
become for us wisdom from God-that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.
31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."

It Eliminates_ Our Pride there is no bragging in Heaven,
just praise. You cannot brag on how you got to Heaven; it is all by God’s grace. You
can’t brag on what you did for God before you got to heaven, because it was all of
God’s calling. God doesn’t share the spotlight with anyone else. ((Elephant and
mosquito on his back going over a swaying and bouncing suspension bridge and the
mosquito says, “Boy, we sure are making this bridge bounce.”))

It Elevates Our Position “Because of HIm” Greatness is
not a matter of power, pride, prestige, or possessions. Greatness is a matter of
position.

It Exposes Our Power “our righteousness, holiness,
and redemption” To be used of God, all you need is to be full of Jesus. When Jesus is
all you've got, you'll find He is all you need!

It Evokes Our Praise God takes an ordinary person,
fills him with super-ordinary power, uses him in an extraordinary way, and get the
blessing and God gets the glory. Perhaps the greatest composer of all time was
Johann Sebastian Bach. According to history, he often put the letters S-D-G on his
compositions. No one knew what they meant until late in his life it was discovered that
they stood for three Latin words which in English means, “to God alone be the glory.”

Close with illustration on Stone Mountain and tie in Peter’'s name change. Matthew
16:16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus
replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man,
but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.



When Jesus met Peter he wasn't called Peter. He was Simon. Jesus gave him another
name because He was casting a vision of what Simon could become. Jesus saw in
Simon the potential for greatness. And so Jesus gave Simon the name Peter (Gk =
petros) which means, “a small stone.” ((not far from where Susan grew up stands an
enormous slab of solid rock called Stone Mountain. Its bare, gray face extends
hundreds of feet above the ground and for two miles horizontally from beginning to end.
It is the largest exposed mass of granite in North America. It is not the GK word petros
but petra = a slab of rock or a mountain. But if you go to the base of that mountain
(petra), you can easily kick up all kinds of loose stones that have been dislodged from
the much bigger rock. Pick up one of these little stones, stare up at the mountain it

came from, and you’ll have a good sense of why the rock you’re holding is called petros
and not petra.

I’m going to give all of you a new name today - rock



