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Introduction:. Tony Evans story of man who despised his wife’s cat. Wife went out
of town and cat scratched man and he sent him to cat heaven earlier than he should
have gone. To make sure cat was never found, he took remains out in boat and sunk it
to bottom of the lake. Wife got back and man told her that cat had run away. So as not
to raise suspicion that he had anything to do with it, he took out an ad in the paper
offering a huge reward for cat including his full name and phone number. The day after
ad appeared in the paper a co-worker approached the man and said, “Are you crazy? |
saw your reward ad in the paper. How on earth can you justify such a huge reward for
a cat?” And here’s what the man said, “If you knew what | know, you too would be
generous.”

Focal Scripture: Mal 3:6-12 "I the LORD do not change. So you, O
descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your
forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them.
Return to me, and | will return to you," says the LORD Almighty.

"But you ask, 'How are we to return?' 8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.
"But you ask, 'How do we rob you?'  "In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a
curse-the whole nation of you-because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,"
says the LORD Almighty, "and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.
11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will
not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you
blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty.

(from New International Version)



((Man that tithed and was lost on island - content because he knew his pastor would
find him,))

1. Ownership : The Bible says that God is the owner of all
things. Unless we believe this truth, we will live as masters rather than stewards.

God Owns . People God owns you. He created you and
He paid the price to redeem you from your sins. 1 Cor. 6:19 says

Possessions__ Haggai 2:8 - “The silver is mine and
the gold is mine, declares the Lord Almighty.” Lev. 25:23 - “The land must not be sold
permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants.” Now
let me ask you a question, “If God owns possessions and a people, where should both
be on Sunday?”

Place Deut. 10:14 - “To the Lord your God
belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it.” Job
41:11 - “Everything under heaven belongs to me.” Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s
and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” And while we are talking about
places, did you know God owns another place and you are in it this morning - this
church! Jesus said in Matthew, “I will build my church...” ((A church minister was
having trouble with the concept of tithing. One day he revealed his doubts to his
minister. “Pastor, | just don’t see how I can give 10 percent of my income to the church
when | can’'t even keep on top of my bills.” The pastor replied, “John if | promise to
make up the difference in your bills if you should fall short, do you think you could try
tithing for just one month?” After a moment’s pause, John responded, “Sure, if you
promise to make up any shortage, | guess | could try tithing for one month.”

“Now what do you think of that,” mused the pastor. “You say you’'d be willing to put your
trust in a mere man like myself who possesses so little materially, but you couldn’t trust
you Heavenly Father who owns the whole universe!” The next Sunday, John gave his
tithe and has been doing so faithfully ever since.))

2. Obstinance : What is the tithe and where did it start? The word
tithe means a tenth part. From the earliest pages of scripture the tithe had been the
standard of giving for God’s people. We see in Genesis, Abraham giving the tithes to
Melchizedek. In Genesis 28:19, we see Jacob vowing to give a tenth unto the Lord.
When the law was given the tithe was definitely incorporated in it (Lev. 27:30). In the
NT, we see Jesus affirming the tithe (Matt. 23:23).

When we do not tithe we:

Rob God The Bible says that not tithing is robbing God.
When the prophet accused the people of robbing God they responding by saying, “In



what way have we robbed God?” The word rob literally means “to take by force.” The
prophet responded that they had robbed God by not giving back to Him what belonged
to Him in the first place. The apostle Paul said, “We brought nothing into this world, and
it is certain we can carry nothing out.” At best we are stewards, trustees, business
managers of God’s world. And, He has commanded us to return to Him a tenth part of
all that we have. ((The world’s stingiest man went Christmas shopping, but everything
he saw was too expensive except a $50 vase that was on sale for $2 because the
handle had been broken off. He bought it and had the salesman ship it and the broken
handle by mail, hoping that the recipient would think the once expensive vase had been
broken in shipment. A week after Christmas, he received a thank you note from his
friend. “Thank you for the lovely vase,” his letter said, *“It was so nice of you to wrap
each piece separately.” The world’s stingiest man wasn’t fooling his friend, and when
we don't tithe and give to God what He commands, we are not fooling Him.))

Rob Others There are missionaries counting on us to be faithful
in our giving. There are less fortunate people counting on us to be faithful in our giving (
if you don’t believe that talk to a member of our benevolence committee). There are lost
people counting on us to be faithful in our giving.

Rob Ourselves__ Malachi closes his teaching with an invitation for us to
put God to the test. He says, “Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if |
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will
not have room enough for it.” The Word clearly promises His blessings on those who
honor and obey Him with their lives. God tells us that if we honor Him with our giving
and tithes, He will pour out so many blessings, you will not have room for all. 1 am not
suggesting that you tithe so God will bless you. No. You should tithe because it is right.
And the blessing comes from doing right.

3. Obedience : 2 Cor. 9
Regularly
Responsibly _ Notice the emphasis on the word “all” in Malachi 3. Where is

the tithe suppose to go? In the OT God directed the tithe to be brought to the
storehouse. This would be the church today. Acts 4:34-37 and 1 Corinthians 16:1-4
support this for a NT church practice as well. Your tithe belongs to your church. You
are to support the church where you are a member or where you worship on a regular
basis. ((Willow Valley duck food))

Compassionately

Cheerfully

4. Opportunity . John6



Bring

Blessing Wayne Rice’s middle school FBS teacher was named Mrs.
Baughman. She brought a pan of brownies to class one day. As she was teaching the
lesson, she distributed pieces of paper naming common expenses we all have. House
payment, insurance, gas for the car, light bill, groceries, etc. Then Mrs. Baughman
picked up the tray of brownies and began naming the expenses she had written on the
slips of paper. One by one the students began to redeem their slips for a brownie. “Car
payment,” she announced, and one of the students jumped up and got a delicious
brownie. The last brownie disappeared, but Donald was still holding a slip of paper.
“God,” called out Mrs. Baughman. And Donald, whose paper had “God” written on it,
came forward, hoping that his teacher had one more brownie hidden somewhere. With
the knife, Mrs. Baughman scraped the crumbs from the bottom of the pan into Donald’s
napkin. All he got was crumbs. “The brownies in the pan represent your money,”
explained Mrs. Baughman. “If you don’t give God His rightful share right away, He
probably won't get anything at all, except the crumbs.” Wayne said he has never
forgotten that lesson.



