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Introduction:. with the hot weather this week, | have been consuming a lot of fluids.
Runners run when it is hot or cold. As some of know, my favorite beverage is seltzer
water. | have been drinking it for over 20 years. Let me tell you something about
seltzer water. Itis an acquired taste. | have had the privilege of watching several
people take their first drink of seltzer water. The cost of a can of seltzer water - 25
cents. The joy of watching someone taste it for the first time - priceless! | have never
seen anyone drink seltzer water for the first time and say, “Where have you been all of
my life!” The first person | think of and their reaction to seltzer water is Susan. We
were down at Tydings Park a few years ago. We have just walked well over a mile. It
was hot, the water fountains weren’t working that well and she asked, “Do you have
anything to drink?” 1 said, “Yes, seltzer water.” And she said, “I'm desperate, give me
some.” | handed her a can and then positioned myself so | could see her reaction. The
liquid went in slowly followed by a fast reaction. She just about threw up. She has
never asked for seltzer water again. Just this week, | saw another person take their first
drink of seltzer water. They asked me if | had anything cold to drink and | said, “I sure
do. Itis seltzer water.” “Could | have one?” they asked. | said, “Sure.” It went in
quickly and came out quickly. It is said when Jesus looked in on the worship and work
of a church in the book of Revelation, named Laodicea, they were like seltzer water in
His mouth. He couldn’t stand it and spewed them from His mouth. What do you think
the Lord thinks of your worship?

Focal Scripture: Isa29:13-14 13 The Lord says:

"These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me

is made up only of rules taught by men.

14 Therefore once more | will astound these people



with wonder upon wonder;

the wisdom of the wise will perish,

the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish."
(from New International Version)

1. The Foundation of Worship.

The Writings of the Scriptures 1 Peter 2:9, “You are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

The Bible says that God initiates worship by revealing himself to us. Then we respond,
and the proper response is worship. The more we grasp his greatness, his power, his
love, his character, the more we understand his worthiness, the better we can declare
his worth - the better we can worship. WHAT IS WORSHIP? Itis our reaction and
response to Holy God. Ways of reacting and responding to God (worship) has evolved
over time. The worship of God’s people in the Bible did not always involve music. We
have David to thank for that. Many know that David initiated the building of the Temple,
a “permanent” place for worship. But David’s other contribution has lasted even longer
than the Temple did. That is in the area of music. David had a background in music.
As a shepherd, he played the lyre, a stringed instrument. He composed music and
sang about God. He worshiped God while he took care of his sheep - it was worship on
the job. David's songs are called psalms. That comes from the Greek word psallo
which means “to pluck a string.” David assigned some of the Levites to be worship
musicians (1 Chron. 23:5, 25:1-8). Music became a permanent part of worship. THERE
IS NO SUCH THING AS CHRISTIAN MUSIC - there are Christian lyrics. You might say
or think - that music doesn’t sound Christian - but here’s the test - are the lyrics
Christian? ((Ps. 150 - all read))

The Words of the Savior John 4:23-24 1t is all about
Him! ((Larry Bird)) If you follow college and professional basketball you know the
town, French Lick, Indiana. That is the boyhood home of basketball legend Larry Bird.
There is a street there named in his honor - Larry Bird Boulevard. Many basketball fans
come from all over the country to photograph a sign on that boulevard that reads:
LARRY BIRD BOULEVARD. One day a group of tourists came to take pictures of
themselves standing in front of that sign. There was a jogger there who was stretching
and getting ready to run. They asked him if he would take their picture standing in front
of the sign for Larry Bird. Little did they realize that the gracious man who snapped their
picture was Larry Bird. He was out for his daily jog. They were satisfied with a sign
when they could have had the person.

2. The Focus of Worship.

Whenever | think about the focus of worship, | think about the story of the magi or
wisemen. We don’t know if there were 3 or 12 of them, the Bible doesn’t say, but look



at what the Bible does say about them.

Dedication v. 2 - we have come to worship him. They were searching for
the King of Kings because they had searched their hearts and they were empty. Matt
5:6 - “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”

Direction The magi probably came from the Mede-Parthian empire. If
so they traveled well over 1000 miles to visit the Christ child. The direction or focus of
their journey was Christ.

Desire The desire of their heart (to find the Christ child brought
delight to their heart. Matt. 2:10 - overjoyed. ((it is said that medics were called to a
worship service because someone had lost consciousness and five people were carried
out before they found the right one!))  ((Mary Jones of Winter Haven, Florida, was
having breakfast one morning when she distinctly saw a huge tree in her front yard
disappear. She then saw her car disappear. She got out of her house just in time to
watch it disappear. Before she knew the entire block was gone. It was a huge,
massive, sinkhole. Sinkholes are common in Florida. Limestone caverns beneath the
surface of the ground are normally filled and flowing with water but when drought
comes, the caverns become dry and brittle. The ground, which looks strong and sure,
can give way without any notice or warning.  Spiritual sinkholes - dry and brittle.

3. The Faces of Worship.

Adoration 30 times in the OT it says, “Praise Him” 10 times it says
“worship Him” Now adoration is demonstrated in many different ways. Remember,
Remember, Remember - worship is my reaction and response to Holy God. Some
people may praise and adore God by lifting their hands. Some may praise and adore
by clapping their hands. Some may praise and adore by remaining still and silent - but
moved in the heart. Some may praise and adore by saying “amen.” Who is to say that
how you respond in worship is wrong or right?  ((Ken Tipton - before we had
contemporary worship service - came back from a conference and said, “David Hall, |
did something at a worship service | have never done before - | raised my hands.” |
was kidding him so | said, “Did they have a gun on you during the offering?” He said, /
felt led to do it.”

Confession
Thanksgiving

Surrender

4. The Fruit of Worship.




Affection ((Chad looking for special Valentine - “To the only girl | love”

“Perfect,” he said, “| need 7 of them.” We love God because He first loved us - 1
John 4:19
Attention ((picture of adult cupping a child’s ears so that child’s

attention is totally on the adult))

Abilities “I can’'t go any further, NIV #A, 787



