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Introduction: If you could ask God one question, what would it be? I'm sure it is the
guestion | have heard a lot this week and in poll after poll people say if they could ask
God one question this is what they would ask: “Why do bad things happen?” “God, why
is there pain and suffering in the world?” With the tragic event in the life of one of our
church families this week, some are asking, “God do you really care?”

It is not a new question, in fact it was asked long ago by a person by the name of
Habakkuk. Listen

Focal Scripture: Hab 1:2-4 How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you
do not listen?

Or cry out to you, "Violence!" but you do not save? 3 Why do you make me look
at injustice?

Why do you tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is
strife, and conflict abounds. 4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never
prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.

Mark 6:53-56 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and
anchored there. 54 As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized
Jesus. 55 They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to
wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he went-into villages, towns or
countryside-they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let
them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed.
(from New International Version)



1. When You Are Hungry He Gives His
Provisions . Mk. 6:34-44

The Masses____ of People  Here was a crowd that had tremendous needs.
They had spiritual hunger and they had physical hunger. Who would care for them?
Who would provide for them? David in the OT was a great shepherd but he knew of
an even greater shepherd. David wrote - Ps 23
The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me
in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Yea, though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and | will dwell in the house of the LORD
for ever.
KJV  Some of you here this morning are hungry for understanding. Some of you here
are hungry for strength and support. Some of you here are hungry for love and
acceptance. And | want you to know - GOD CARES

The Ministry_ of the Disciples - You had all of these people and you had all of
these needs and look at what Jesus told the disciples - “You give them something to
eat.” He involved them in this great need and ministry opportunity. Don’t you imagine
they felt inadequate? Unqualified? YES, YES, YES - but they needed to be involved.
The Oak Grove family, the Harford Tech family, the community has been involved this
week and we have come together

The Miracle__ of Jesus What we cannot give to one another, Jesus can. The
disciples in all honesty could not take care of all of these hungry people - but Jesus
could. Six years ago on September 14, 2001, President Bush called our nation together
for a Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the horrors of September 11. Dr. Billy
Graham was one of the speakers on that day and he said, “We come together today to
affirm our conviction that God for us....The Bible says that He is ‘the God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our troubles.” We come together in this (prayer) service to
confess our need of God. We have always needed God from the very beginning, but
today we especially need Him. The Bible’s words are our hope: ‘God is our refuge and
strength, an ever present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth
give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea’ (Ps 46:1,2).

In Jesus’ day a successful shepherd was the one who delivered at least 50% of the
flock to market. You might be wondering why 50% and not more. Well there was
disease, there were accidents, there were attacks on the herd. If a shepherd got half of
the herd to market he was a good shepherd. Look at what Jesus said in John 6  John
6:35-40

35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as | told you, you have



seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me,
and whoever comes to me | will never drive away. 38 For | have come down from
heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of
him who sent me, that | shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at
the last day. 40 For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes
in him shall have eternal life, and | will raise him up at the last day."

(from New International Version)

((Andrew Davidson tells of visiting Dr. Albert Schweitzer, that great humanitarian,
theologian, musician, physican and missionary at his jungle hospital on the banks of the
Ogowe River. Schweitzer was 85 at the time. It was about 11 am in the morning. The
sun’s rays were beating down relentlessly and mercilessly and a group of visitors were
walking up a hill with Dr. Schweitzer. Suddenly Dr. Schweitzer left the group and strode
up the hill to a place where a woman was struggling upward with a huge load of
firewood. She had slipped several times and tears were streaming down her cheek.
Davidson said he watched with both admiration and concern as the 85 yr old man took
the entire load of wood and carried it on up the hill for the relieved woman. When they
all reached the top of the hill, one of the members asked Dr. Schweitzer why he did
things like that, implying that in that heat and at his age he should not. Dr. Schweitzer ,
looking right at his guests and pointing to the woman, said simply, “No one should ever
have to carry a burden like that alone.” Dr. Schweitzer had the heart of Jesus and so
many of you have had the heart of Jesus this week.

2. When You Are Helpless He Gives His Presence . Mk
6:45-52
God's Allowance of the Storms  Dr. Graham “But how are we suppose to

understand tragedy and hurt? Why does God allow evil like this to take place?
Perhaps that is what you are asking now. You may even be angry at God. | want to
assure you that God understands those feelings that you may have. Your emotions
may have been like a yo-yo this week and you may have cried until you have no tears
left to shed. But God can be trusted, even when life seems unfair and at its darkest. |
have been asked on hundreds of times in my life why God allows tragedy and suffering.
| have to confess that | really do not know the answer totally, even to my own
satisfaction. | have to accept by faith that God is sovereign, and He is a God of love
and mercy and compassion in the midst of suffering. The Bible says God is not the
author of evil.

God’s Availability ___ in the Storms  Friend the storms are going to come. My
hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness. | dare not trust the
sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. On Chris the solid rock | stand, all
other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand.

God’s Authority over the Storms  They went through the storm, but the
storm eventually died down.



The Miracle between their Feet should have told them that this Storm
was under His
Feet !

Joe Scriven was a missionary from Ireland to Canada, working among the Iroquois
Indians. He was joined by his fiancee who was also from Ireland. Just before the
wedding, she was tragically killed in an accident. His world imploded and he fell apart.
He was helpless. But God had authority over the storm in his life and he wrote one of
the most sung hymns of the faith. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and
griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! Have we trials and
temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We should never be discouraged. Take it to
the Lord in prayer.

3. When You Are Hurting He Gives His Power . Mk
6:53-55

A Hurting___ Crowd
A Helpless__ Crowd
A Healing Christ ((trauma victim who had a tattoo of Jesus on his

chest. The doctor who was a Christian asked, “How deep is your Christ?” “Not deep
enough, I'm afraid,” said the patient - | need Him in my heart.”

God has not promised skies always blue,
Flower-strewn pathways all our life through;
God has not promised sun without rain,
Joy without sorrow peace without pain.

But God has promised strength for the day,
Rest for the labor, light for the way;

Grace for the trials, help from above,
Unfailing sympathy, undying love

Tommy Dorsey, jazzman and gospel song writer, was singing in a revival meeting in St.
Louis when he got the awful news. The young performer was handed a telegram which
read, “Your wife is dead.” He had left her back home in the last month of pregnancy.
All seemed well when he left, but now she was dead. She had given birth to a son, but
within a day he died as well. Tommy fell apart in his soul, his inner peace shattered, his
faith shaken. The following Saturday, he meandered close to the piano, sat down, and
God gave him this song.

((Precious Lord)) Precious lord, take my hand

Lead me on, let me stand

I'"'m tired, I’'m weak, I'm lone

Through the storm, through the night

Lead me on to the light



Take my hand precious lord, lead me home

When my way grows drear precious lord linger near
When my light is almost gone

Hear my cry, hear my call

Hold my hand lest | fall

Take my hand precious lord, lead me home



